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Standing up for
civil rights

CSUMB students joined the Brown Berets during the Watsonville rally.

Maxwell Green, Staff Reporter
Maxwell_Green@csumb.edu

A CSUMB student was ordered to pay
$1,414.13 in citations by the Watsonville
Police Department for participating in
a peace and immigration rights rally on
March 25.
The Brown Berets agreed to pay the
for the police attendance and cost of a
parade permit in return for having the
citations against World Languages and
Culture junior Ramiro Medrano dropped,
according to Sandino Gomez, Watsonville
Brown Berets chapter president.
“We kind of worked out a deal,” he said.
A written apology from the Brown
Berets to the residents of Watsonville
stated:
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“We acknowledge that a demonstra
tion that flows into the roadway requires
proper permits and advanced coordination
with the Watsonville Police Department...
We acknowledge that that in the future;
we must obtain proper permits for similar
events and will give the city the required
30-day notice.”
The Brown Berets, an organization
of student activists, started in East Los
Angeles high schools in the latter part
of the 1960s. Leaders took the name in
1968 when they helped organize school
walkouts. Over the past four decades, the
group has grown to a national level. The
Watsonville chapter was founded in 1994
by local students.
Since late February, the Brown Berets
have organized a dozen events protest
ing HR 4437, also known as the “Border

PHOTO BY maxwell green

Protection,” “Antiterrorism” and “Illegal
Immigration Control Act of 2005.”
The bill is designed to control illegal
immigration by placing criminal sanctions
on undocumented workers and anybody that
hires and assists them. It passed the House
of Representatives in March and will now
go in front of the Senate for a vote.
“We feel it is more than an immigration
issue,” said Gomez. “You should be able
to work hard and survive here.”
Agriculture is the biggest contributor to
Monterey County’s economy according to
the United States Census Bureau.
According to Omar Sabbah, a local
immigrant’s rights activist, “With no
immigrants there is no agriculture.”
Both the Brown Berets and the police
agreed that the Watsonville march cre
ated tensions because the turn out was

much larger than expected. According to
Medrano, organizers expected fewer than
500 participants.
“We were all surprised,” he said, when
approximately 2,000 protestors appeared.
“It was beautiful,” he continued. “It
shows how concerned people are” about
HR 4437.
From the police perspective, “There
was no permit for the event and the march
took up the roadway and nearly all police
resources for the duration of the demon
stration,” according to a written statement
from the police department.
The Brown Beret apology stated that
because the organizers expected a smaller
crowd, they intended to stay off of the
sidewalk.
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continued on page 6

Q & A with Fluid Magazine
Meghan Lewis, Staff Reporter
Meghan_Lewis@csumb.edu

Otter Realm: Why did you get involved with Fluid?
Annette Partida (editor in chief of Fluid Magazine):
There is no such thing as “non-biased” news writing
-you are biased by simply choosing what content/stories they write about. Mainstream media is no longer
the “watch dogs” of anything. Advertising dollars
constrict their stories. How can you write a story on
the poor ethics of McDonald’s when you are advertis
ing Happy Meals on the same page? Alternative media
supports independent and critical thinking, and not the
advertisers. Holding those in charge responsible is not
a leftist conspiracy. It is responsible news writing.
OR: When did the magazine first get published?
AP: March 2006
OR: Why is the name of the magazine FLUID?
AP: Fluid, in its phase, adapts to its environment
-as do people and public opinion. We recognize there
will not always be dissent. If there is war, we will
write about war. If there is peace, we will write about
maintaining it. If we are bored, we will write about
the history of cheese...whatever we write will be in
response to our environments as global, local, and
CSUMB voices.
OR: What is the most important thing you want
other students to know about Fluid?
AP: We have a little bit of everything for everyone.
Politics, arts, poetry. We recognize the disconnection

between politics and youth. We are trying to bridge
that gap and use art and music in doing so.
OR: When did you get involved?
AP: Each person is an integral part of the publica
tion. We value writers at the same level we value an
EIC. The publication is a conglomeration of team
work. We all came together as a team in February
2006.
OR: How much time do you contribute to the magazine?
AP: Time is our investment. Each person give as
much as they can -hours and days til the job is done.
OR: Do you read the Otter Realm? What do you like
and what do you dislike about it?
AP: I do not read the Otter Realm. Because of poor
leadership last semester and my personal distaste for
mainstream media, I created and organized a staff for
Fluid. (My personal statement, Annette) ...Let’s see
you print that.
OR: Is Fluid only an online magazine? Any plans to
extend production to paper based?
AP: As of now, it is only online. We have no money
for print. This publication is created out of sheer com
munity service and passion. We do it for free.
OR: Is the only way you can access Fluid through
MySpace?
AP: No. You can access it directly. http://clubs.
csumb.edu/fluidmag/
OR: What can Fluid improve on?
AP: We are looking for Web masters to design
artistic backgrounds for our “sections.” We use more
students to write about CSUMB stories.

OR: What are the best attributes about the magazine?
AP: Honesty. Reality. We would be nothing without
being “realistic” and critical of the current situation
in this country and our love for the arts. What is life
without the great things in it?
OR: What has been your best story so far?
AP: We are working on a huge US conspiracy sur
rounding the 9/11 accusations. The research we have
been collecting, perversely shows HUGE evidence
that the Bush Administration had something to do with
the attacks. Two Words: Operation Whitewood [sic].
OR: What has been your most controversial story
and what was your approach?
AP: We opened with the verge of the civil war in
Iraq last month.
OR: How many students do you think read and or
know about Fluid?
AP: Not too many. We have many more readers all
over the country and the world.
OR: Why should students read Fluid?
AP: Students can read whatever they want to read.
We are not forcing anyone to read us.
OR: How have you publicized the magazine, because
personally I have never heard of it until now?
AP: Word of mouth. People have taken an interest in
all on their own accord [sic].
OR: How often is a new issue published?
AP: We are only on our second issue. We strive for
monthly. But we will break news if we have to.
OR: What type of student responses have you
received?
AP: For every negative response, we have 500
good ones.

Foundation seeks volunteers
Brennan Phelan, Staff Reporter
Brennan_Phelan@csumb.edu
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The volunteers have now split up into
groups to work on issues that are most
important to them, allowing many dif
ferent aspects of ocean conservation to
be addressed with a more concentrated
focus. The Surfrider Foundation gives
volunteers the opportunity to help out
with any of the ongoing campaigns, and
welcomes ideas for new programs.
The Monterey Chapter is part of many
on the central coast, but is also part of
Surfrider’s large scale effort to protect
all coastal areas in the United States,

including Hawaii, and Puerto Rico.
With 63 chapters currently operating,
the Surfrider Foundation welcomes vol
unteers eager to learn about how they can
help keep the ocean safe and beautiful.
Students who are interested in volun
teering with the Monterey Chapter are
invited to attend monthly meetings at
the Central Avenue Bakery in Pacific
Grove. The meetings are held on the last
Monday of each month. Interested stu
dents are encouraged to e-mail Ximena
Waissbluth on FirstClass.
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The Monterey Chapter of the Surfrider
Foundation is looking for student volun
teers to join their quest to keep our bay
clean and accessible to the public. The
non-profit environmental organization
works to conserve oceans and beaches
nation wide.
“The Monterey Chapter has been
doing a lot of work within this past year
and it has been incredibly energizing
and exciting,” said Ximena Waissbluth,
CSUMB lecturer and chair of the
Monterey Chapter.
Students working to complete their
30 required Service Learning hours can
volunteer their time. “One student is
working with us right now and is get
ting his 30 Service Learning hours by
volunteering with Surfrider and it has
been great,” said Waissbluth, “ft is an
exciting experience for those that are
interested in public policy as well.”
Local issues are being addressed by
the Monterey Chapter volunteers such as

their “Plankton not Plastics” campaign.
“Currently there is six times more
plastic than plankton in the Northwest
Pacific Ocean, and since plankton
are the bottom of the food chain, this
number is stunning,” said Waissbluth.
Plastics are not biodegradable and cause
harm when sea creatures mistake them
for food. These toxins get into the bod
ies of fish and other sea animals that
humans eventually eat.
As part of the effort to reverse this
environmental hazard, the Monterey
Chapter is selling Surfrider Foundation
canvas bags that can be used instead of
plastic grocery bags, as well as coffee
mugs that are a safer alternative to paper
and plastic cups. Volunteers help distrib
ute the bags and mugs and the money
goes to the Surfrider Foundation.
The Monterey Chapter is currently
working on several campaigns including
water quality testing, storm drain sten
ciling, and a Big Sur ocean art contest.
They have presenters who come to their
meetings to educate attendees on issues
such as sand dune erosion and problems
in the Monterey Bay Sanctuary.

Culture

Throughout the school year, students

Jon Allred, Assistant Sports Editor

Rally
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Jon_Allred@csumb.edu

LL Cool J’s “Control Myself,” blared
over six speakers high above the basket
ball court inside the Spartan Gymnasium
on an April 7 afternoon.
The atmosphere resembled “March
Madness.” Seaside High School stu
dents filled the bleachers and hung
from the rafters for as part of their
annual tradition, Seaside High’s yearly
Multicultural Rally.
Put on by the Seaside High Leadership,
the yearly Multicultural Rally allows
students of different heritages and back
grounds to represent their ethnicity
through dances and modeling of tradi
tional garments of different culture.

introduced and represented by Seaside
High students were Korea, Vietnam,
Philippines, Africa, Puerto Rico,
Mexico, India and Europe. One of the
many bright spots of the rally was
the country introductions. The students
walked around the basketball court
holding their nation’s flag modeling tra
ditional garments from that culture.
However, the highlight of the rally
was the dance performances choreo
graphed by the students. In addition
to the Tahitian dance, their was a cul
tural dance from students representing
Mexico. Belly dances from students
representing India and Seaside High’s
dance group “So Necessary” rocked the
gym with a five-minute dance perfor
mance that had students in the stands
getting on their feet and rushing onto the
court to join in the dance.
The man who stole the show and
brought down the gym was Seaside
High senior Chris Marcos, whose
breathtaking hip hop, freestyle, break
dancing routine to Michael Jackson’s
number one hit “Beat It” left everyone
in awe and was given a standing ovation
for his performance.
The Multicultural Rally lasted just
over an hour and was a huge hit with
both students and faculty in attendance.
This year’s rally has already been
labeled as the “best in Seaside High his
tory,” and students are already working
on making next year’s even better.

volunteer to practice and learn a cultural
dance of their choice to be performed
in front of the whole school during the
event.
At 10 a.m., the rally was hosted by
Seaside High seniors Robert Orange and
Fadi Andi, who sported an oversized
white shirt with an image of the Lebanese
national flag and the word “Lebanon” in
black letters above the flag.
The festivities began with Orange and
cheer for of
rallyGuam
comissioners
Aridi introducingStudents
the students
at the event (left). Belly dancers rep
heritage, who walked

resent thearound
country ofthe
Indiabas
(below).
ketball court while proudly holding the
Guam national flag. This was followed
by a cultural Tahitian dance with 10
female students and three male students,
including Orange.
Other countries and nations that were

New Associated Student officials will take office

Zachary Kasow
AS President
Eric Bravo, Staff Reporter
Eric_Bravo@csumb.edu

The Associated Students (AS) has
announced the newly elected political
officers for 2006-07. CSUMB students
elected SBS major, Zachary Kasow
as president and Global Studies major
Rachael O’Brien as vice president.

Out of high school, Kasow diligently O’Brien was running her campaign for
searched for a university to attend. After vice presidency in opposition.
visiting CSUMB, Kasow knew this was
O’Brien, a junior, arrived at CSUMB
the school for him.
in 2003, and originally intended to pur
“I liked the area, the small class sizes sue a degree in ESSP.
and the people,” said Kasow.
After her friend, who is fascinated
Originally from Morro Bay, Kasow, a with world travel, began to tell her
junior, made his move to CSUMB in the about the world, O’Brien decided she
fall of 2004.
needed to change
“After I finish up
her major.
here at CSUMB, I
O’Brien wants to be
“I began to be
want to go to grad
really
fascinated
an active listener and
school and pursue
with travel and
plans to keep an open
clinical psychol
culture and differ
mind to student ideas or
ogy. I thought SBS
ent ideas. I began
would be the best
to
search for a
comments.
way to get there,”
way to incorpo
said Kasow.
rate that into my
In the elections
life and ideals, and
process, the presidency candidate ran CSUMB offered Global Studies; I loved
it,” said O’Brien.
unopposed for an almost certain victory.
“I think that with the help of the entire
She is currently part of CSUMB’s
board, I will make a smooth transition Public
Relations
Committee,
from senator to president and take all Environmental Committee and wanted
that I have learned about leadership and to become an advocate for students.
apply it to next year. I have never done O’Brien wants to be an active listener
anything like this, but it’s an opportu and plans to keep an open mind to stu
nity to leave my mark for the better.”
dent ideas or comments.
Sacramento native and elected vice
“I like the fact that CSUMB is still
president O’Brien will be joining the new. It has so much room to grow, but
president in August. Unlike Kasow, we need people who are dedicated.

Rachael O’Brien
AS Vice President
This includes students, faculty, staff and
elected personnel,” said O’Brien.
When asked to choose a word that best
describes their personality, O’Brien said,
“Energetic,” and Kasow said, “Dedicated.”
Although not yet active, Kasow and
O’Brien are eager to start their work
for AS. They will be taking office at the
start of the 2006 Fall semester.

Reservation Day ruckus: how did students fare?
Brennan_Phelan@csumb.edu

in the North Quad
I got the room I
Apartments.
wanted
but I had
"When the system works,
“All ofthe adver
to stay up all
it saves students and staff
tisements and fly
night to get it,”
members a lot of time and
ers for Reservation
said Allred.
unnecessary paperwork."
Days kept saying
Residential
-MICHELLE DONOHUE,
that it started for
Life switched to
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF RES LIFE
seniors on April
this new online
10, but never spec
method to make
ified what time.
Reservation Days
My friend and I stayed up all night, easier for students and staff members.
refreshing the page about every half In past years, students have had to wait
hour because we assumed it would start in long lines and fill out paper applica
after midnight on Monday,” he said.
tions in order to reserve a room, and
Like many students participating completing this process online seemed
in Reservation Days, Allred’s efforts to be a good alternative.
were put on hold because the housing
Michelle Donohue, assistant director
Web site was down during the morn of Residential Life Operations, said,
ing hours.
“When the system works, it saves stu
“Finally at 8 a.m., the link worked dents and staff members a lot of time
but the Web site would not assign me and unnecessary paperwork.”
a room. I called the Campus Service
The North Quad Apartments filled
Center; they knew nothing and directed up first, and according to Donohue,
me to Residential Life, who also there is still lots of room in the North
couldn’t help me. Around 8:30 a.m. Quad Suites and the Residence Halls.
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done online. Students across campus
set their alarm clocks extra early in
hopes of reserving the room of their
choice when the housing Web site
opened for requests at 8 a.m.
Students planning to live on campus
This online system, however, was
in the fall had a frustrating experi backed up because of overuse and
ence with reserving rooms during many requests did not process, leaving
Reservation Days.
students confused and frustrated.
The week-long event, which started
“It was a horrible experience. All of
on April 10, gave students who paid a the rooms got booked so fast, there was
$ 100 security deposit the opportunity to not an equal opportunity for students
secure a room for
to get the rooms
next year. Students
they
wanted,”
"it was a horrible
were
assigned
said
freshman
a day in which
experience. All of the
Stephen Bruce,
they were able to
who was unable
rooms got booked so fast,
reserve based on
to get the room
there was not an equal
their class rank;
he wanted in
opportunity for students
seniors were able
the North Quad
to reserve the first
to get the rooms they
Suites.
day, juniors the
Jon Allred, a
wanted."
next, and so on.
soon to be senior,
-STEPHEN BRUCE, FRESHMAN
For the first time
had
trouble
reserving a room
this process was
Brenan Phelan, Managing Editor

Rally
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“Keeping everyone on the sidewalk
became an impossible task” as the
crowd grew, according to the state
ment. The Watsonville police had to
call for assistance.
“We responded to a request for
mutual [assistance with] 25 officers,”
according to the Santa Cruz County
Sheriff’s Press Officer, Sgt. Fred
Plageman. According to Plageman, the
primary task was “just trying to keep
the peace,” and he said that everything
went smoothly.
Medrano was the only person cited,
according to Gomez and by his own
account.
A police press release identified
Medrano as “the person most responsi
ble for the event.” However, Medrano
denied that he was the leader.

At the time of the citation, he said, he
was not at the head of the march.
“We were making sure everybody
was safe in the back,” Medrano said.
When the Watsonville police officers
asked for his identification, Medrano
said he cooperated, and then one of
the officers issued him a ticket totaling
eight violations: “willfully failing to
comply with lawful order from a police
officer,” “parading without the required
permit,” “persons other than officers
directing traffic,” and five other viola
tions related to disrupting traffic.
Even though the citations were
dropped, Gomez said he had concerns
that the police department used the
citations as scare tactics to discour
age leaders from organizing future
movements.
“I hope that’s not the Watsonville
PD’s intent,” he said.

Senior Orlando de la Cruz helps educate the public on immigration law.
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Captain Manny Solano of the
Watsonville Police said, “We are not
all about stopping protests,” and for
future protests, said, “we are learning
to work together.”
Medrano and Gomez adamantly said
the Brown Berets did not have any
involvement with the school walkouts
that happened Monday following the
Saturday march. During that walkout
several children from a Watsonville
school ran onto Highway 1 after leav
ing school.
“They get scared and do stupid things”
if intimidated, Gomez explained.
In order to pay the $1,414.13 bill
to Watsonville Police Department, the
Brown Berets are currently accepting
donations.
Make checks payable to The
Watsonville Brown Berets, 161 Napa
Street, Watsonville Calif. 95076.

CSUMB best
seller list on
display
Maxwell Green, Staff Reporter
Maxwell_Green@csumb.edu

CSUMB faculty authors met with the
public at a book fair in the Visitor/
Alumni Center on March 30.
The event was warm and inviting with
fold out tables covered with shiny new
books, cups of coffee and oatmeal cook
ies. The authors stood excitedly as the
public talked about their books.
Among the authors was Barbra Sayad
of the Human Performance& Wellness
Department, who co-authored America’s
second best selling text on human sexu
ality, “Human Sexuality: Diversity in
Contemporary America.”
“My intent is to elevate the topic of sex
uality” from being “perverted... shunted
in society” to seeing it as a “healthy vari
ety of behavior,” Sayad said.
As well as discussing the positive
aspects of healthy sexual behavior, Sayad
expressed concerns about negative sexual
behaviors, such as abstinence and sexual
violence.
Ruth Paget, also from the Human
Performance & Wellness Education
Department started traveling the world
at the age of 16, as an exchange student
in Japan.
Paget has written five memoirs on
the subject of food, travel and culture.
Throughout her travels she has learned,
“you have to question things, but have to
respect things.”
Paget said the event was fun and people
made interesting comments like, “You
should get tenure for writing five books.”
David Anderson of the College of
University Studies and Programs was
a faculty author featured for his eight
books in print on the history of American
foreign policy.
Anderson said the main topic his
books cover is the Vietnam War, which
Anderson had first-hand experience with
as a veteran.
In a discussion about Vietnam and our
current history, Anderson said, “If you
use military force to achieve an abstract
goal, it is not realistic (because), how do
you know if you won?”
Both Sayad and Anderson both said
they were a little disappointed with the
turn out, though they were not surprised,
since it was the afternoon before a threeday weekend.

sports

Bikers showcase skills at Sea Otter Classic
Nick Noble, Staff Reporter
NlCK_NoBLE@CSUMB.EDU

After a soggy weekend of heavy rain,
a glimpse of sunshine, and then more
rain, vendors at the Sea Otter Classic
were eager to call it quits by early
Sunday afternoon. However, while
team members disassembled tents and
loaded bikes into trailers, dirt jump fans
cheered incessantly amidst the down
pour at Laguna Seca.
There was hardly a second between
roaring yells and whistles while lowseated bicycles with front suspension
were used to perform an array of back
flips, tail whips, and bar spins. Back to

“It was slippery and a bit

dangerous but it all worked
out, like nobody got hurt, and
I had a good time.”
-TIMO PRITZAL, RIDER

back, the cyclists lunged downhill
toward a sequence of three dirt jumps
from which they were hurled 15 feet
into the air.
German contender Timo Pritzel
earned first place in the dirt jump
competition.
“It was slippery and a bit danger
ous but it all worked out, like nobody
got hurt, and I had a good time,”
said Pritzel as fans interrupted for
a handshake. “The crowd was good
and it’s always good to make first
place. I was trying to go big and it
worked out.”
Pritzel is no amateur cyclist.
Credentials and experience under
his helmet include Dirt Jump World
Champion, television stuntman, and
sponsorships by Rock Shox, Oakley,
Scott Bicycles, SRAM and Suzuki to
name a few.

“I’ve been riding for 22 years. I started
when I was six and went all over the
world. That’s a good thing about our job,
you know? We travel the world and get
paid to ride our bicycles. It makes a lot
of experiences.”
James Farina, a 19-year-old MPC stu
dent, spent the week preparing jumps for
the event. “They feed off each other, like
one guy will do one trick and another guy
will try to do the same thing better.”
Another favorite event at the Sea Otter
Classic is the downhill. “It’s fun to watch
the crashes but it’s really cool that they
go fast,” said Farina.
Heavy rains made for a muddy downhill
course, throwing cyclists from their bikes
into the decomposing muck. Competitors
groaned as their bikes slipped out from
beneath them, but onlookers cheered
them on shouting “Everybody’s falling!
You still have a chance!”
In the paddock area vendors show
cased their new products for 2007,
gave out samples of energy bars and
sold cycling attire. As road and moun
tain bikes zipped over the thin layer
of muddy water that covered the pave
ment, the walking space between booths
was more like a bike lane.
This year’s event ran April 6-9. Rain or
shine, the Sea Otter Classic continues to
be a cycling mecca that allows prospec
tive customers to see new products and
have a good time.

Vendors showcse
products at the
event in the paddocks (left). A rider
fights his way
down the muddy
downhill course
(middle). A biker
kicks out a tail
whip during the dirt
jump competition
(below).
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Lady otters have a serious love for the game
Jennifer Vares, Staff Reporter
Jennifer_Vares@csumb.edu

sports

Foul balls, double plays, base-hits:
these are just a few examples from the
CSUMB softball team’s vocabulary.
Head Coach Andrea Kenney brought
a new way of life for the girls of
summer. With a background teach
ing in schools such as Southwestern
College in California and New Mexico
Highlands, Kenney decided to take on
the role of coaching CSUMB’s up and
coming softball program.
“I love the Monterey area. I feel
Division II is the best level to compete
and coach at,” Kenney said.
The team has a lot of enthusiasm and
talent, which pays off in their games.
Many of the athletes on the team grew
up playing some sport.
“I enjoy every moment of it. I
grew up playing softball,” said Joleen
Batista, a sophomore HPWE Major
and first basemen.
The players never let their opponents
dominate them; they always compete
as if they were playing the most impor
tant game of their lives.
“Our local area has put up two
national team players,” said Kenney.

Ladies softball seasons looks to have a bright future.
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Kenney has also taught the team how
to read the signs of the other team.
“Read the defense, see what my
options are and then going from there,”
said Jessica Wardle, junior HPWE
major and outfielder.
The team had some great games,
including one against California
Collegiate Athletic Association oppo
nent Sonoma State. In a doubleheader
they swept Sonoma 6-5 and 9-8.
The Otters also swept the Dominican
Penguins 9-3 and 6-0 in a doubleheader. The team stands with a record
of 15 wins, 18 losses, with only six
games left.
The team is up for any challenge;
they are dedicated strong and ath
letic. “No one takes us lightly,” said
Kenney.
It is no wonder that the team has
been successful this year. The team
has a great coach who enjoys what
she does, a great team that takes the
sport seriously and there is a love for
the game.
“As long as you put your mind to
it, you can do anything,” said Ramona
Garcia, junior HPWE major, pitcher
and outfielder.

PHOTOS BY VALORIE KOCH

Kiel’s Kitchen:
World Cup fever
Kiel Stromgren, Sports Editor
Kiel_Stromgren@csumb.edu

Every four years there is one true sport
that exemplifies the nature of world
competition. The World Cup of soccer
unites countries from around the globe
into a battle to crown a new world
champion. Four years have passed since
Korea and Japan hosted the 2002 World
Cup and now Germany opens its doors
to some of the greatest athletes from
around the globe to play for the coveted
gold trophy.
Competition gets underway at the
beginning of June as 32 teams face off
in eight separate brackets. The top two
teams from each bracket will-advance.

With powerhouse Italy,
Czech Republic and Ghana

rounding off the United
States’bracket, it looks as

though advancing will be a
difficult task.

“Realistically, there are

race and finished in 19th. In the B fleet
varsity, skipper and senior TAT major
Megan Comstock, with crew Terry
Jennifer Vares, Staff Reporter
Jennifer_Vares@csumb.edu
Fukuchi and Joey Schlosser, turned in
a very consistent performance, placing
26th in the B fleet,” Degnan said.
“Sailing is my escape from the con
In the PCIYRA, each race counts as
trolled, routine world to the chaotic and one day of the two-day regatta. All uni
restless seas,” Haley Pickhart, a member versity sailing teams are grouped into
of CSUMB’s sailing team, said.
two divisions, the North and the South
Bob Fumey, ini
Division. CSUMB
tially the advisor
is in the Northern
for the club before
Division. In order
it became a team,
to qualify for the
started the club
spring champi
and began teach
onship, CSUMB
ing some sailing
had to move to
classes as well.
the
Southern
In 2003, Frank
Division.
Degnan, CSUMB’s
“We have a lot
scuba instructor,
of fun and we learn
took over as the
a lot while we are
head coach and
out on the water,”
instructor of the CSUMB’s sailing team poses for the camera.
said Comstock.
sailing team.
‘You get to work
“The team qualifies for the Spring out on a competitive level.”
Championships every year,” Degnan
The team moves along wherever the
said. “The sport is really a chess match; water takes them. There boats sail both
you win with your brain, not with your in the spring and in the fall.
back.”
“At the end of the season, the athletes
The two fleets of sailing, “A” and still want to practice,” Degnan said. “If
“B,” sail within the Pacific Coast you want to be successful, then the sport
Intercollegiate YachtRacingAssociation, takes focus.”
which is held by the Intercollegiate
“When you are out on the water,
Sailing Association of North America.
everything fades away,” Casey Jenkins,
“In the A fleet, skipper Ren Herring a freshman said.
and crew Greg Cannon turned in their
The sailing team at CSUMB guar
best performance of the season. Of the antees they will continue to keep their
ten races sailed, Herring and Cannon focus and still have some-fun.
crossed the line in 6th place for the 9th

maybe two of three

spots left on the team.

It’s definitely a long way
to make this team, but

you know what? I’m not

worried...”
-FREDDY ADU, US SOCCER PLAYER

continues play against Italy on June 17.
As youth soccer continues to grow in
the United States, the men’s National
team looks to continue to that growth by
making an impact on the world’s largest
stage. Joga Bonito.
A member of the sailing team takes on the open sea.

photos provided by csumb sailing team
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Ranked fifth in the world, FIFA
Soccer has given the United States its
highest ranking ever while entering a
World Cup. Although the ranking may
have surprised some and excited others,
the United States’ bracket tells a whole
different story.
With powerhouse Italy, Czech
Republic and Ghana rounding off the
United States’ bracket, it looks as though
advancing will be a difficult task.
Along with attempting to overtake
one of the toughest brackets in the
World Cup, the United States will have
to go against perennial finalists such as
Brazil, France and hometown favorites
Germany if they were to advance.
By exceeding the 2002 World Cup
expectations by reaching the round of
16, the United States’ Captain Kasey
Keller and center mid-fielder Landon
Donavon look to shock the world again
and back up their high ranking.
With veterans such as Demarcus
Beasley, Eddie Pope and Brian McBride
leading the team it looks as though this
may be the most talented team the United
States has ever sent to a World Cup.

However with time still remaining
there are still important spots that need
to be filled before the National team
takes its trip to Germany. One of the
players attempting to fill one of the
United States’ holes is youngster Freddy
Adu, as he continues to fight for a spot
on the World Cup roster.
“Realistically, there are maybe two
of three spots left on the team. It’s defi
nitely a long way to make this team, but
you know what? I’m not worried. I’m
not going to try to compete with other
players. I’m going to focus on doing
what I need to do to help the team that
I’m on,” said Adu.
With talent and youth on their side
the United States has a great chance at
making an impact on the World Cup.
The United States begins pool play on
June 12 against the Czech Republic and

CSUMB’s very own
masters of the bay

arts
Digital
Media

IMAGES PROVIDED MICHELLE GOSMAN

Kimber Solana, Arts Editor
KlMBERREY_SOLANA@CSUMB.EDU

It is well known that art is subjective and
beauty is in the eye of the beholder, but it’s
difficult to deny the beauty and effort put
in creating an image of the digital kind.
Placed around the perimeter of the
University Center Ballroom, abstract
images of robots in the desert, mosaics,
and images inspired by Salvador Dali were
in full of view for everyone to see.
With submissions from 64 students of
local high schools and nearby colleges, the
5th annual Student Digital Art & Design
10 | Otter Realm | April 21—May 3, 2006

contest awards ceremony was held on
April 13.
“These students are not professionals,
but this is a chance for them to showcase
their work,” said contest producer Michelle
Gossman.
The contest gave students from the
Monterey, San Benito and Santa Cruz
County the chance to submit up to five
digital art and design work. It acted as a
creative outlet with a chance for recogni
tion for many of the students.

DIGITAL

continued on page 17

“Imagine” was created
by Michael Bailey, an
MPC student (above
left). Rose Freidin, a
CSUMB Integrated
Studies major, cre
ated “Mosaic” (above
right). Patrick Watson,
founder of the Student
Digital Art & Design
contest, and e-Frontier
product manager Uli
Klump, studies a con
test submission (left).

Theater of social activism: A night of One Acts
Adam Joseph, Editor-in-Chief
Adam_Joseph@csvmb.edu .

CSUMB’s “Night of One Acts” will
feature a loose adaptation of the Little
Mermaid and the surreal experience of
four women sitting in the waiting room
of a liposuction clinic.
Michelle Vallentyne, a TAT major and
Ashley Simmons, an Integrated Studies
major with an emphasis in theater and
social activism, “definitely have a con
nection” through the themes of their
plays, according to Simmons.
“The Pretty Little Knife Shoes,” a
solo work written, directed, and star
ring Vallentyne, was adapted from Hans
Christian Andersen’s original fairy
tale version of “The Little Mermaid.”
Vallentyne’s interpretation resembles
nothing like the Disney adaptation;
“Knife Shoes” brings the morbidity

back to the fairytale.
“I wanted to do an original version
of a fairytale but keep its darkness, its
warnings to children,” Vallentyne said
in reference to the moral lessons usually
embedded in classic fairytales.
The Little Mermaid views her condi
tion of being half fish, more as a birth
defect than a supernatural gift the older
she gets.
“When we are children we are more
confident. As we grow up and become
teenagers, we learn to hate our bodies,”
Vallentyne said.
So, when the Little Mermaid becomes
an adolescent, she grows ashamed of her
finned feet and self-conscious. The plot
thickens when the Mermaid experiences
her first crush on a boy. Though she
finds an immediate and temporary solu
tion to her “foot problem,” it comes

THEATER

continued on page 14

Johanna Galvez and Matt Ulrich practice a scene from Some Asians.

PHOTOS BY CHAD GHIRON
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Ronger Tanioka (foreground) and Chas Croslin (background)

A Ray Charles tribute...
Nick Noble, Staff Reporter
NICHOLAS_NOBLE@CSUMB.EDU

In celebration of the 8th Annual
Heritage Festival: For the Love of Ray,
a locally produced Ray Charles tribute
will be performed at the World Theater
at 8 p.m. April 29. The festival will
host a collaborative performance by
local musicians titled, “A Multicultural
Tribute to Ray Charles.”
The Heritage Festival’s vision is
to serve as “a celebration of diverse
musical tradition and cultural heri
tage.” Last year’s event consisted of
a performance by Latin percussionist
Pete Escovedo.
This year’s lineup of local musi
cians includes jazz and R&B vocal
ist Charmaigne Scott, a graduate of
CSUMB. Among the many other per
formers are blues guitarist Chris Cain,
John “Broadway” Tucker, and musician/radio host Lee Durley.

The performance is based on a Ray
Charles’ tribute CD, “For the Love of
Ray.” The CD is a collaboration of
48 local musicians covering Charles’
music and is produced by Sand City
resident Gary Souza.
“All the talent is local. This tribute is
for Monterey, by Monterey,” said Souza.
As for the Heritage Festival, Music
and Performing Arts program coordi
nator Shirlene Campbell sees it as an
opportunity for students. “We try to do
something different every year so stu
dents get a variety of culture. It allows
them to work with local musicians
and performers while they learn about
event production.”
Music Coordinator Paul Contos looks
forward to this year’s festival. “This is
the first time it will really be a com
munity based effort,” said Contos. “The
local musicians come together combin
ing their hearts, minds, and talents. This
should attract the surrounding commu
nity to our campus theater.”

GRAPHIC BY KIMBER SOLANA

CSUMB record label
releases second album
Matthew Faust, Staff Reporter

arts

Matthew_F aust@csumb.edu

On April 20, “Out Of Order” will
be released to CSUMB students at
the Black Box Cabaret. One thousand
copies of the anticipated album of an
eclectic mix of bands will be given
to students at no charge, to those who
attend the cover show at 8 p.m. Five of
the bands featured on the album will
play their new songs to promote their
recording.
The
Associated
Students,
Environmental Committee, and senior
MPA major Sara Bailey are putting
on the show. Bailey, the creator and
head producer of the “Unexploded
Ordinance” album from last year puts
her talent where her heart is, with the
release of her new 20-track CD.
“The quality of the sound and bands
are awesome and I am very proud of
this album,” said Bailey.
12 Otter Realm | April 21—May 3,2006

Bailey used her skills to create a record
label for CSUMB, which is a part of her
capstone. She has devoted her time and
effort to leave something behind for the
students after she graduates.
The bands on the album, not all
CSUMB students, represent a vast range
of musical genres. Students can hear
some of the songs on the album Web
site, www. crapbook. com/outoforder.
The Salinas Californian and the
Monterey Blues Festival have helped
Bailey sponsor the album and have
helped her record label thrive.
“I really like the album and the
way Sara put it together. I think the
students will enjoy what she has done
and appreciate more to come,” said
CSUMB alumni, Ruben Reynaga, who
is also featured on the album.
Some of the bands on the album
include The Red Hotness, Brea,
Super Pineapple, and Slices of Home.
“I had a lot of fun making the album

OUT of order

ALBUM COVER PROVIDED BY SARA BAILEY

with the other band members. I think
this one will be better than the first
album... that we played in also,” said
senior MPA major David Palm.
The new director for the next album

release will be AS member Mason
Rothschild.
“I will still help out with the albums,
but just overviewing the progress,”
said Bailey.

DRAG
Ball

Kiel Stromgren, Sports Editor
Kiel_Stromgren@csumb.edu

COMPUTERWORKS

PH0T0 BY CHAD ghiron

arts

In support of LGBTQA Month, students participated in the gender
bending event, the Drag Ball on April 1.

Dressing in drag wasn’t manda
tory, but whoever didn’t, stood out
like a sore thumb. Celebration for
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Questioning and Ally (LGBTQA)
Month officially began April 1.
In honor of LGBTQA Month,
Sara Villagrana, the Associated
Students multi-cultural senator and
chair of the diversity council, put on
CSUMB’s Annual Drag Ball at the
Black Box Cabaret on April 14.
“I feel it’s super important
to represent peoples who have
been oppressed by society,” said
Villagrana. “Our CSUMB gay com
munity is small and I wanted to say
to them that CSUMB, our Associated
Students acknowledge you.”
The doors swung open at 8 p.m.
and didn’t close till midnight, with

two DJs playing Top 40 hits and hiphop throughout the evening.
The Drag Ball almost didn’t hap
pen this year due to the Out and
About Club’s temporary inactive
ness.
Villagrana took it upon herself to
set and organize the event.
“I chose Drag Ball because it was
something I know I enjoyed in the
past and that I noticed might have
not happened this year, which to me
was a shame,” said Villagrana.
The Drag Ball welcomed and
encouraged anyone and everyone to
not only have a good time, but also
take it as a learning experience.
“As someone who is a bisexual
I feel it’s important to take pride in
myself and try to contribute to my
community. Events like the drag ball
are places where people go to act
goofy and be themselves and that’s
what I’m all about,” said student
Jacob Lesner-Buxton.

Student/Teacher Pricing Available With Valid ID
Making Computers Work For You

iPods in stock now!

AMP Swnpron Processor
SAIA Herd Drive

MacBook Pro
MacBook Pro Is thefirst Mac notebook built on the
powerful new Intel Core Duo engine, the first to include
a built in iSight camera. and the first to feature Front Row
with the Apple remote.

Reedy
Writes CDs
RaysDWfc
Al I Radeon Graphlrs
Windows XPI tome

Starting at $1999
Computer Works has the largest
selection oí iPods and iPod accessories

Instock now!

Computer Works $599 PC

Great for school or home office!

in Monterey County.

Introducing the New
Mac Mini
Starting at $599

Introducing the New
iPod HiFi
Priced at $349

17inch
iMac
h rcet Duo Owe Processor
1.836 Hz
100GB Hint Oiv«

1.5GHz Intel Core Solo or 1.66Hz
Intel Core Due processor
• 512MB of DDR2 memory
60GB or 80GB Serial ATA hard drive5

All ffcH&on

X160Q

Front Row with Appto Remote

SupwDtlue
¡Lrfc»

• Combo drive or SuperDrive

♦ dvi and VGA video output

$1299

•FourUSB 2.0 ports and Firewire port
* Gigabit Ethernet

Apple Specialist
1721 Fremont Blvd Seaside

899-3177 • www.mbcwxom

OPEN MON-FRI 8:30 AM 6PM & SAT 9AM

5PM
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...from page 11

at the cost of excruciating pain com
parable to walking on knives.
“The play is about the pain and suf
fering women go through to attract
men. It’s whimsical, morbid, defi
ant and funny at the same time,”
Vallentyne added.
For the evening’s second one
act, Simmons will direct Madeline
George’s contemporary play, “The
Most Massive Woman Wins.”
“It’s a surreal play about women’s
body image,” Simmons said.
The play takes place in the wait
ing room of a liposuction clinic, in

STATE
COMPENSATION
INSURANCE

FUND

which four women
waiting for their
treatment take trips
together “in and out
of a dreamlike state;
reliving past experi
ences that -are both
brash and McCabe.”
For instance, one
woman
relives
memories of her
battle with bulimia.
Simmons
described the play,
from a directo
rial viewpoint, as
being very “move
ment oriented” and
extremely “hard to
block.” But she’s
confident
that
“everything is on
track and by the
date of the performance, [they] will
be at their performance peak.”
The message Simmons hopes to
communicate to her audience is: a
woman’s self image goes beyond
being defined as a “psychological
issue,” it is a “global issue.”
Vallentyne and Simmons’ one act
capstone plays will be preformed at the
BBC at 8 p.m. on Friday, April 28 and
Saturday, April 29, free of charge.
In addition to the performances of

WORK WITH STATE FUND
AND GET MORE OUT OF WORK.

WORK WITH

PHOTOS BY CHAD GHIRON

both plays on each night, Vallentyne
will also direct an act from Alice
Tuan’s metaphorical political satire,
“Some Asians” as a personal project.
“Some Asians” juxtaposes sexual
innuendo with political strife, repre
sented by personifying Great Britain
and Hong Kong as real, flesh-andblood people engaging in a game of
submission and domination.
Vallentyne wanted to do an extra
side project along with her capstone.

“If I were just to present my cap
stone play, it would only demon
strate my ability as a solo performer,”
Vallentyne said.
“‘Some Asians’ brings in all the
other areas I’ve studied in TAT; how
to put shows together, direct, and
produce.” The additional play may
be “taking up all [her] time” these
days, but Vallentyne, a woman with a
passion for live theater, sees no other
option for herself.

ARCHIVE YOUR CAPSTONE.
BE A PUBLISHED AUTHOR!
♦Archiving tabes just about 20 minutes.

PRIDE.

♦Vour project is internet accessible in the
CSUMB Library Capstone & Thesis Archive

WORK WITH

PURPOSE.

and will contribute to the body of knowledge
in your field.

WORK WITH

INTEGRITY.

♦Campus and international researchers will be

arts

When you're ready to put your knowledge and skills to work in the post
graduation job market, look to California's leading workers' compensation
insurance carrier.

You'll find exciting career opportunities at State Fund, plus ongoing ways
to nurture your professional growth—including on-the-job training that
can broaden your skills and improve your advancement potential. You'll <
also find an employer with a solid reputation as an ethical corporate citizen
and partner in the community.

Get the job that fits your skills today, plus the rewarding career that can meet
your needs tomorrow. Visit www.scif.com/careers or call us at (415) 703-7407.

Visit www.scif.com/careers
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Job Opportunities
Administration
Auditing
Business Services
Claims
Communications
Customer Service
Finance & Accounting
Human Resources
Information Technology
Legal
Loss Control
Marketing
Underwriting

State Fund is an equal opportunity employer.

able to study your work for years to come.

♦Potential employers can see your best work.

Think about it.
csumb.edu/capstonefaq

Resident
Tourist
Gets Waxed
While standing alone in the empty room
you couldn’t help but feel, as you looked
around, like you were completely sur
rounded. The lights were as low as pos
sible, with still enough to vaguely make
out the ground under your feet and the
shadowy figures along the walk way.
The smell of mold and mildew from
years of being within spitting distance
of the ocean managed to find its way
through the thick smell of cheap per
fume which adorned the fellow tour
ists. While the slow hum of old elec
tric parts queued the tape recording of
“Steinbeck’s” tour, making for an eerie
introduction to an ancient Cannery Row
Tourist trap. And where do I fall but
directly in the middle of it.

PHOTOS BY CHAD GHIRON

The tour through Steinbeck’s Spirit
of Monterey Wax Museum was much
like any other tourist trap: wait in line,
pay your over priced $6 entry fee, walk
through uncommonly heavy doors, wait
to begin the slowest game of red light,
green light through the walk way of the
exhibits while hearing Monterey his
tory, and after get yelled at for taking
pictures of the experience.
Sound like a good time? Well, to be
honest, it is. Never will you find such
an interesting way to insert Monterey
Bay history while still at the same time
keeping you kids completely frightened.
“If you look long enough at the hands of
the wax figures you can almost see them
move,” said Joan Dunst, one of the fel

low tourists.
As you stroll through the deserted
single-track walkway on all sides of
you are exhibits with blank faced wax
characters starring back at you. First
depicting the life of theCoastonoans, a
Native American tribe that lived in the
Monterey Bay before the Spanish set
tlers had moved in on their land. Second
was life after the Spaniards moved in,
including religion, daily life of both
Native Americans and Spaniards alike,
and different wars fought in this area.
The second part of the tour, you’re
lead through is the history of Cannery
Row, based off the book Canner Row
by John Steinbeck. It gives interesting
characters, some vicious killers murder

ing many women and children before
they were ever noticed. Others were
just the lonely drunks living their lives
drinking and getting known on the Row.
“The History of Monterey and Cannery
Row is rich with stories and interesting
people,” said Tom Bitmen one of the
workers of the wax museum.
Steinbeck’s Spirit of Monterey Wax
Museum is all very interesting and is
located at 700 Cannery Row next to
Bubba Gump’s, two stories under the
ground in a converted basement. The
hours vary from day to day depending
on how busy they might be due to foot
traffic and weather, but have a constant
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

arts
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Supreme ultimate fist

PHOTOS BY MAXWELL GREEN

Maxwell Green, StaffReporter
Maxwell_Green@csumb.edu

arts

Master Chen, a 20th generation Tai Chi
master, came to the university for his
fourth visit to demonstrate the art of
Tai Chi on April 3. The demonstration
was started with a traditional Dragon
ceremony, then went on to a demon
stration that Master Chen carried out
with a faculty translator. He demon
strated how Tai Chi uses knowledge
over strength.
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When the hills really did have eyes
“The lucky ones died first,” was the
ambiguously grim tagline displayed in
the original advertisements for the 1977
film, “The Hills Have Eyes.”
Horror auteur, Wes Craven took five
years between his first and second film.
He had to follow up one of the most dis
turbing masterpieces of modem cinema,
“The Last House on the Left,” with
something that would pack a similar
punch of fright and storytelling.
Craven’s story for “The Hills,” loosely
based on the true account of a Scottish
family of cannibals in the 1400s living
in the wild brush, takes place in a vast
Nevada desert that is used as military
testing site and arsenal wasteland.
The unwelcoming surroundings are
so eerily quiet, the wind and the dust
blow around but rarely make a sound.
The only evidence that there was ever
human existence is the glut of aban
doned structures sitting stagnant against
the brown backdrop of hills and prickly
pears, a rundown filling station, an
empty water tower and an outhouse
with a crescent carved into its door.
A couple moved out to the desert in
the 30s and the wife had a 20-pound

baby that came out side
ways and was covered in
hair. As the baby grows,
accidents start happening
to the animals around the
farm. The father felt he had
to get rid of the monstrous
boy after his house is burnt
down with his wife inside.
He left the boy for death
in the middle of the desert.
The boy ended up surviv
ing, kidnapped a vagrant
whore, and raised a family
of psychopathic outcasts that continue to
live in the caves of the desert hills.
Each fiend in the family is bigger,
more deformed, and more manic than
the previous. The satanic desert bandits
are the only signs of life roaming the
hills, and their rotted teeth crave the
tenderness of human meat. They wait
for any travelers to lose their way.
The unfortunate travelers Craven
provides in the film are the complete
antithesis of the untamed desert bandits.
The Carter family is the quintessen
tial Anglo middle-class family traveling
cross country to California.

The Hills

Adam's Pics

Things start to go downhill for the
Carters after 10 minutes into the film.
They decide to take a detour from the
main interstate to search for an old
silver mine that was supposedly in the
area, in celebration of mother and father
Carter’s 25th silver anniversary.
Everyone comes along: the teenaged,
towheaded children, Bobby and Brenda
Carter, newly wedded daughter Lynne,
her husband Doug and their newborn
baby, Katy. And don’t forget Beauty and
Beast, the Carter’s obedient Doberman
Pinchers.
The back road conditions steer father

have

eyes

Digital

...from page 10

“I entered so people could see my
wonderful work,” said Rose Freidin,
an Integrated Studies major from
CSUMB. Freidin entered her image
titled “Mosaic” which, according to
Freidin, she worked on for at least
15 hours.
Freidin had to individually create a
number of small squares consisting of
colors and lines. When put together as
a whole, the squares created an amaz
ing abstract image with a large white
eye as the focal point of the piece.
Cynthia Mejia, from Everett
Alvarez High School in Salinas,
entered the contest after her teacher
told her about it.
“Actually, I didn’t think I was
good enough,” said Mejia. Her poster
design, inspired by both Dali and
visionary artist Alex Grey, was one
of the selected images on display at
the event
The contest consisted of four dif
ferent categories of digital art, anima
tion, 3D, and digital photography.
The key requirement for each entry
was the use of digital software in the
general design of the work.
Products from Apple, Adobe, eFrontier, and Prentice Hall were
given to the winners of the contest
as prizes. Uli Klump, product man
ager of e-Frontier, was also present
at the event.
“This contest was a great way for
these students to network within the
community and promote digital art,”
said Gossman.

MANIPULATION BY ADAM JOSEPH
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THE LUCKY ONES DIED FIRST!

Carter off the road rendering the car and
motor home trailer unmovable, stuck
in the worst place imaginable as if they
walked right into a hot stove.
One of Craven’s greatest talents is
creating all the characters of the film
equally. Death becomes much more
traumatic and unexpected when a char
acter has more than one dimension.
The audience is taunted into believing
he/she won’t die they’re one of the main
characters.
The thorough development of all the
film’s characters, whether they survive
or they are killed after 15 minutes of
the film, keeps the viewer from becom
ing desensitized by death and murder,
which is usually the case by the end of
a horror film. Death and murder may be
prevalent in Craven’s film, but we never
expect it.

opinion
Ciao, bella Firenze
Meghan Lewis, News Editor
Meghan_Lewis@csumb.edu

Wandering the
same cobblestone
streets as the renowned Galileo Galilee,
Michelangelo, Dante, and Leonardo da
Vinci, eating the best gelato in the world,
all the while listening to Renaissance bells
chime around every comer.
Everywhere in the world is worth seeing,
but as of yet I have found no better place
worth calling home than Firenze, Italia
(Florence, Italy).
If I could give anyone advice on how to
make his or her college career complete,
my advice would be to study abroad.
As I began my college career here at
CSUMB, I was like the majority of stu
dents who end up taking Spanish to fulfill
their language requirement, but I found out

very quickly that it was very hard to mas
ter a language, let alone pass the required
tests.
It’s true that being totally immersed in
a foreign language is the easiest way to
learn and become fluent, but how was I just
going to pack up and leave?
I debated what programs to choose from
and found the CSU International Program
fit me the best. I could choose to go as far
as Australia, as close as Mexico or Canada,
or even to Germany, France, and Spain.
I don’t remember what made me choose
Italy; maybe it was the language, maybe
the location, or maybe it was the romance
of the country itself.
All I remember is how stressed I was my
sophomore year. Preparing was the hardest
ITALY continued on page 14

The third biggest church in the world, Il Duomo, in the city center of Florence (right).

Looking out over the city of Florence from the famous chruch of San Minato (left).
A view from Ponte Vecchio loking over the River Arno (above).
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Letters
I hope the Otter Realm will correct a statement
made in the article “Controversial Speaker Comes to
CSUMB.” Joe Wilson has long been a Republican, not
a member of the “far left.” He criticized President Bush
for telling the American people that Niger was selling
uranium to Iraq for the purposes of creating nuclear
weapons. Wilson knew this was untrue, because he
was sent by the CIA to check on the story. He served
several Republican presidents. His wife worked for the
CIA for decades.
After he initially wrote an op-ed piece in the New
York Times about this issue, the Bush administration
publicly retracted those “16 words” about the uranium
from Bush’s state of the union speech, thereby con
firming Wilson’s argument.
You might also mention that such speakers as Newt
Gingrich and most recently Pat Buchanan have also
appeared on campus.

For the purpose of providing the student popula
tion with a neutral political stance, Joe Wilson was a
speaker representing the left side of the current politi
cal realm. I never wrote that Wilson is a democrat or
isn’t a republican, I said he was a speaker representing
political ideologies from the left side, meaning he is
a non-supporter of our current administration and the
war in Iraq.
And yes, Newt Gingrich and Pat Buchanan have
come to the CSUMB campus, but it was part of the
Panetta Lecture Series, something unaffiliated with
student events and student funded campus events. The
Panetta Lecture series has also hosted liberal speakers
such as: George Stephanopoulos, Bill Bradley, and
Tom Foley.

Adam Joseph
Editor-in-Chief

Thank you,
Julie Shackford-Bradley

Italy

Julie,
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opportunities.
When I look back on my college years I am
positive one of my most profound memories will
be the year I studied abroad.
My friends were here when I got back, and my
family even came to visit It was also an excellent
time to move away because I had no domestic
responsibilities. I was able to experience a new
culture that is now a part of me.
It was also great way to fulfill that annoying
language requirement.
Studying abroad definitely challenged me on a
personal level. Whether I consciously realized it
while I was there or not, I developed greater selfconfidence, independence, and self-reliance.
If you’ve ever questioned study abroad, don’t
question it any longer, do it! If you’ve just started
questioning it, research it.

Otter

Oops

—In the April 6 issue in the article “CSUMB offers
open water, advanced dive classes,” it should have
said upon completetion of the class, divers recieve
their NAUI certification.
—The photos for Town Sound were provided by
featured band, INQ.
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and the lives of a hundred other fellow CSU
students began.
part. It was a lot of preparation; along with get
Our school was just outside the city center,
ting all my classes aligned, I also had to apply, be
housed in an old two-story villa, which I walked to
interviewed and talk my family into it.
every day. The teaching staff consisted of mainly
I had never lived more than three hours away from my
Italians, who spoke fluent English.
family, never been to Europe and had no foundational
Our classes covered everything from Renaissance
knowledge in Italian, but I would be OK.
Italy and Italian Politics to Dante’s “Inferno,” and the
I landed in Florence after a grueling 16-hour
architecture of Brunelleschi’s infamous Duomo.
flight; it was also my first international flight.
I was in classes with architecture students
Classes started right away and my life in Italy
from Cal Poly San Luis, art students from CSU
Humboldt, and a variety of other students from
almost all the CSUs.
I don’t understand
"Studying Abroad is one of the most amazing things anyone could ever do.
why
there were only
It's hard to think about leaving your home, family and friends for a year but it
two
of
us from CSUMB
is an experience that will never be forgotten" -Greta Dobie, studied sociology at Kingston
University in London, England she graduated from CSUMB in 2005 with a BA in Liberal Studies
that attended school
in Florence that year.
"I went to Australia because I wanted a different educational experience from
Maybe
it was the
CSUMB...and I certainly got what I wanted. I got to experience how another
application
process,
country, another culture, teaches the field that interests me. The great thing
maybe the advising
was that I got to tie my capstone into my experience."-Christina schmunk studied at
Griffith University, Australia and will graduate from CSUMB with a BS in ESSP- Marina and Coastal Ecology.
and course alignment
lacked
in
some
"Students should study abroad because it will most defintely be the best year
departments,
or
maybe
of their life. Since returning home, I've realized that things will never again be
the simplest answer
the way they were during that year. The things that challenged me while
is that the majority of
studying abroad were not essays and standard homework assignments, they
students didn’t and still
were actual life experiences that I know have forever affected who I am."-Justin
Cox, studied in Madrid, Spain and will graduate this semester with a BA in Human Communications.
don’t know about the
...from page 18
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town sound
The Suborbitals get an A+
Rebecca Bolin, Staff Reporter
Rebecca_Bolin@csumb.edu

Curiosity peaked and the noise level
rose as three men dressed in black
suits and Zorro masks, two of them
CSUMB professors, took the stage at
the Black Box Cabaret on April 12.
After a few songs, it wasn’t possible
to believe they were the same guys
that held the power to pass or fail.
The Suborbitals, a local rock
band, blew the roof off in front of a
crowd of people, about a generation
behind them.
Former coworkers and friends,
drummer Gordon Stokes, guitar
ist, creative writing professor, and
Ryan Masters, staff reporter for the
Monterey County Weekly, along
with Heath Proskin, bassist and math
professor, started playing together in
January 2005.
After hearing some of Masters’
old demos, Stokes thought some
thing could be made of them. After

Proskin was added to the
mix, The Suborbitals,
meaning “the morphol
ogy of fish” according to
Masters, was bom.
Credited for providing a
liberating force and creat
ing a fourth wall, the masks
and suits seem to be a vital
part of the show.
“They protect our secret
identity,” said Stokes.
“We like to create posi
tive energy,” said Proskin.
After attending a show,
it is apparent they do. As The Suborbitals rock the BBC April 12.
beers flowed and students
Reminiscent of classic rock com
flailed in front of the stage, a posi
tive aura was definitely present that bined with a contemporary edge,
their music satisfied all ears.
night.
The Suborbitals’ CD is slated to be
The band had large amounts of
student support, detected by the yells released in June 2006, and a record
and screams of almost all attending. release party is scheduled for June
It was not surprising however, as 21 at Ocean Thunder on Lighthouse
this band exuded real talent and a Avenue in Monterey.
love for performing.

PHOTOS BY REBECCA BOLIN

Drummer Gordon Stokes of the Suborbitals

person on campus_____________
Where is the craziest place you’ve ever slept?
Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
Chad_Ghiron@csumb.edu

Tyler Jackson

Dara Pastor

2ND YEAR
MPA

1ST YEAR
HCOM
‘On the floor of BART in SF.”

Josh Varón
1ST YEAR
HCOM

“I spent a night on the
pier in the womb of a
dead buffalo.”
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Ayodele Steward
Susie Heo
GLOBAL STUDIES
SENIORS
“On the streets ofAtlanta, Ga.
and a dog licked our faces.”

“I slept naked with my arm in a dirty toilet
at a gas station.”

Cameron
Connor
1ST YEAR
TAT

“I slept in the Wells
Fargo carriage on my
trip across the great
plains.”

